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 Recently, a contemporary folk arrangement of I Wonder as I Wander appeared on my 
music app. It struck me that this song, usually sung during Advent or Christmas, carried a mel-
ancholic, wintry tone rather than the warmth and joy I typically associate with the season. Curi-
ous about why the song affected me as it did, I started exploring its background. I sat with the 
lyrics, listened to the instrumental versions, and let the melody wash over me. A 2016 article 
from Deep Roots Magazine describes how John Jacob Niles, traveling through Appalachia in 
the 1930s, heard a young girl named Annie Morgan sing only a few lines of this tune. He found 
the melody so haunting that he paid her to repeat it again and again until he could capture it. 
From that small fragment, he shaped the carol we hear today.  
 These words are not the joyful fanfares that we are used to. They remind us that our joy 
at Christmas is rooted in the whole story of Jesus: his birth, his life among us, his death, and his 
resurrection. The manger already points toward the cross, and the cross to new life. As we em-
bark on an Advent and Christmas season that will no doubt be full of all the usual festivities, I 
invite you to slow down and, perhaps, join me in a little “wondering and wandering,” for Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection continue to give us our reason to sing.  

 

I Wonder as I Wander  

by John Jacob Niles 

 

I wonder as I wander, out under the sky,  
how Jesus the Savior did come for to die 

for poor ordinary people like you and like I; 
I wonder as I wander, out under the sky.  

When Mary birthed Jesus, ‘twas in a cow’s stall 
with wise men and farmers and shepherd and all.  
But high from God’s heaven a star’s light did fall,  

and the promise of ages it did then recall.  

If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing,  
a star in the sky, or a bird on the wing, 

or all of God’s angels in heaven for to sing,  
he surely could have it, ‘cause he was the King.  

I wonder as I wander, out under the sky, 
how Jesus the Savior did come for to die 

for poor ordinary people like you and like I; 
I wonder as I wander, out under the sky. 

 
 
 
 
 

1 “‘I Wonder as I Wander,’” Deep Roots Magazine, December 15, 2016, https://deeprootsmag.org/2016/12/15/i- wonder-as-i-
wander/ 

“I Wonder as I Wander,” Hymnary.org, accessed November 17, 2025, 
https://hymnary.org/text/i_wonder_as_i_wander_out_under_the_sky  

https://hymnary.org/text/i_wonder_as_i_wander_out_under_the_sky?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Marion Kay Foster-Thomas   

    12-5 

Tanner Miller  12-5 

Julie Abendschein  12-9 

Jayson Stevens  12-9 

Kent Cramer  12-11 

Susan Wulf Flint  12-12 

Wesley Burmester         12-13 

Holly Narber          12-16 

Brittany Stevens  12-19 

Landry Ketelsen  12-23 

Don Latham   12-23 

Jesus    12-25 

Cheyenne McCormick    12-25 

Janell Brinkman          12-26 

Amy Holmgaard  12-29 

Karen Wheeler  12-31 
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     Carolyn Berghoefer, 

 Beth Brandt,  Darrel Brinkman,  Tate Sandvig,         

Dave Spurgeon, Gordie Menken, Isaac Hovey,               

Josh Miller (Kent and Mari Cramer’s son)  

John Sandvig, Leona Meyer, Joy Christensen,  Bob Abendschein,  

Isaiah Griemann,  Justin Mejia,  Terry Wheeler, Verna Humburg,  

 Mike Harmon, (son-in law of Terry and Karen 

Wheeler) 

Jo Klein, and Judy Holbrook.   

  Scan this QR code to add someone to the prayer list.  

  Happy Anniversary! 

   Rob & Sheila McCormick  December 13th 

Sam and Laura Showalter        December 17th 

           If you would like to bring in a Poin-
settia to help decorate the  sanctuary dur-

ing  Christmas, you may bring them in   
anytime  in December, Tuesday thru Fri-

day 9:oo am 12:00 pm and put them on a 
table in the skylight area.   Please mark your Poinsettia with your 

name if you would like it returned.  If you are placing the Poinsettia 
in memory of a loved one, please sign the clipboard with your name 

and with the name of your loved one.  

Thank you. 
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 Advent and Christmas Schedule 
  Advent Midweek Services: 

 Wednesdays: Dec. 3, Dec. 10 and Dec. 17 

   6:00 pm: Soup Supper 

   7:00 pm: Advent Worship 

 There are opportunities to help serve Advent meals.  

            A sign up sheet is in the fellowship hall. 

Sundays in Advent 

November 30  First Sunday in Advent  St. Paul 9:00 am   Sunday School 10:15 

December 7  Second Sunday in Advent  St. Paul 9:00 am   Sunday School 10:15                                         
December 14   Third Sunday in Advent  St. Paul 9:00 am–  Youth Christmas Program 

       St. John’s 11:00 am 

December 21  Fourth Sunday in Advent  St. Paul 9:00 am  No Sunday School 

         St. John’s 11:00 am 

Candlelight Christmas Eve 

Wednesday, December 24    St. Paul  5:30 pm                                   

Christmas Season 

Sunday, December 28  First Sunday of Christmas St. Paul 9:00 am No Sunday School 

         St. John’s 11:00 am 

 

 

 

We are in need of coffee hosts to help the youth! There is a sign up sheet out in the fellowship hall.   

Date Coffee Greeters Reader Ushers 

December  

7 

Juliette Koch  and Diane 
Weldin 

Larry and Charlene 

Richtsmeier 

Diane Weldin Al Sly 

Larry Spear 

Eldean  

Madetzke 

Larry Alquist 

December 

14 

Youth Christmas  

Program 

The YOUTH Della Speich  

December  

21 

Adam Tauro 

 

Al and Lori Sly Annie Koch  

December  

28 

Kohen Norman  Al and Lori 

Sly 

Beth Whalen  



called and sent for the  sake of the world!  
Page 4  

2026 Radio Broadcast Sign up Sheets are out.  

The cost to sponsor the radio broadcast is now $50.00.     

If you sign up you can leave your check in the offering plate.  

Or you can put it in Ady’s mailbox out the office door.   

Be sure to make a note of the that it is for a radio broadcast.   

Thank you! 

 

Saturday, December 6 

9:30– 11:00 am 

St. Paul WELCA will be having their annual  

Christmas Bazaar. 

Many hands and food items are needed.    

Please consider helping with this project. 

Ham Dinner  
 Another fun filled ham dinner weekend in the books!! It’s an early start to the day with the hams arriving 

by 7:30am and a late end of day dealing with clean up till 7:30pmish. Lots of things happening in between and 

lots of people helping make it all happen. This is a well oiled machine but it still takes all the working parts to 

make it a success. So…….thank you to everyone who helped in ANY way to serve a delicious meal to over 370 

people again this year. Enjoy the fellowship with each other and the wonderful people who enjoyed our meal. 

Many veteran helpers and a lot of new talent this year also. You are all appreciated! Life is too short and I thank 

God for all of you! 

Steph Korth 

2026 Offering Envelopes are out in the Fellowship Hall 

Please be sure to pick yours up. 

If you give electronically you will not find envelopes for you.  

If you do not see your envelopes, please contact the church office. 

Snow Removal 

The 2025-2026 Snow Removal schedule has been mailed out. If you cannot help on the day that 
you were assigned or would like to be added to the schedule. please reach out to Patrick  

Sietsema 641-373-7610 or Kent Cramer 641-425-2310. or the office.  

The list of those who can help is getting smaller and smaller.  

We would appreciate any  and all help. There is a snowblower here.  

Thank you! 
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 Children’s Christmas Program  
You are cordially invited to join us Sunday, December 14 at 9:00 am!                                                         

Coffee and refreshments will be served in our fellowship hall                                                                
following the program by The Board of Youth. 

Practices for the Program will be continue  Dec. 7 all during Sunday School  and                      
Wednesday, December 10 at 5:00 pm –dress rehearsal. 

We hope to see you in church. 

 Sunday School Schedule 

 We will not be having Sunday School after the Children’s Christmas Program or any other 
 Sunday’s in December.  

 Sunday School will resume January 11 after worship. 

 

Adults Education…  

 The Chosen Class will not meet in December. 

 The Young Mom’s Bible Study will not meet in December. 

 

New Member Class 

 We are pleased to be offering a new member class in January 2026! The date is currently to be 
determined, though will take place one Sunday following worship for about an hour. Please contact the 
church office if you are interested in becoming a member of St. Paul! 

 

 

 

 

 The Youth enjoyed bowling 
and pizza in Dumont in November. 
It was a great time! 
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St Paul Lutheran Church Council Meeting  
November 19, 2025   

 
Treasurer Steph Korth called the meeting to order at 7:03pm. Members present: Steph Korth, Marcus Kofoot, 
Robyn Kofoot, Beth Whalen, Rocky Knipfel, Pam DeVries and Vicar Caitlin Tauro. Jason VW took over af-
ter devotions. 
  
Opening Devotion by Caitlin cited some poetry from Mary Oliver, “The Rose”.  
 
Secretary Report Minutes were approved via email. Motion to formally approve by Steph. Was seconded 
and passed.   
 
Treasurer Report: Covered receipts/expenses for the past month. Got most of the budgets turned in. Motion 
to approve by Marcus. Seconded  
 
Vicar’s Report: Report typed and handed out. Highlights that she passed for her endorsement and briefly 
talked about what happens going forward. Have some new members wanting to join church probably some-
time in Jan ’26. She will be gone the week of Feb 1-7 for school related commitments and asked for Feb 8 
off due to things running late into evening on 7th.   
 
BOARD REPORTS  
 
Education: Christmas program practice has started. Families are also able to help kids at home with some of 
the music. Program is Dec 14  
 
Life and Growth: Getting prepared for Advent suppers  
 
Property and Management: no report.  
 
Stewardship: Still having some Thrivent money come in lately. Thank you to those who donate their 
Thrivent funds. We had some donations in memory of Leland Dhondt.  
 
Worship: Plan to go back to regular liturgy when Advent starts. Hoping to have some volunteers to have a 
choir for Christmas Eve service  
 
Youth: They decorated pumpkins, had 8 youth help run the drive thru for ham dinner, 14 people went bowl-
ing - invited confirmation youth for this as well, made care packages for college kids, we are collecting food 
pantry donations to hopefully give Robyn and Caitlin some lovely pie…..in the face! Lastly, they are looking 
to have Christmas get together in December.  
 
WELCA: no report  
 
Old Business: none  
 
New Business: Would like some volunteers to hopefully update mainly wording in the Constitution as has 
been recommended by the synod. Jason, Marcus and Caitlin will tackle this in the near future.  
 
Next meeting Wednesday, Dec 17 at 7:30ish pm (after advent service)  
 
Motion to adjourn at 7:50pm by Steph. Seconded and adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Steph Korth (filling in for LaDonna Jorges) 
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   God’s Christmas barnyard 
 

An animal can make a world of a difference for a family in need.  

Animals provide food to eat,  

fertilizer to grow crops and offspring to sell at the market.  

With one gift, you can help a family escape the cycle of hunger and poverty for good.  

During December you will be given an opportunity to purchase farm 

animals to be given to God’s Christmas Barnyard through the ELCA Good Gifts program. 

With each donation an animal will be added to a nativity board  

as these animals gather around God’s gift to us, the baby Jesus. 

Having trouble thinking of a Christmas gift for a friend or loved one? 

Donate in their honor (cards will be available). 

                                                 Donations can also be made in memory of a loved one. 

Date Giving 

November 2 $ 6,903.13 

November 9 $ 4,731.00  

November 16 $ 2,751.00 

November 23 $ 1,241.00 

November 30 N/A 

November 

Total Giving    

November       

Sunday  Average     

$ 15,626.00 $  3,907.00 

Totals include:  Donations to the General 
fund and the Building Fund. The total does 
not include Nov. 30 giving. 

 

      Thank you to everyone who supports 
St. Paul Lutheran through Thrivent! 

       

Also Thrivent has supported St. Paul through Thrivent Action Team Dollars.  

St. Paul received $250.00 for the Ham Dinner, $250.00 for the Christmas Bazaar and $250.00 towards the 
Youth Food Pantry Food Drive. These come as Visa gift card. Thrivent also has donated t-shirts for us! 

If you are a member of Thrivent and have questions about how you can apply for Thrivent Action Team 
contact Ady at the office.  
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VICAR CAITLIN TAURO 

Office Manager - Ady Heilskov 

Organist - Pam Devries    

EMAIL: splchampton@gmail.com 

Website: splchampton.com 

Marked with the 

cross of Christ for-

ever, we are claimed, 

gathered, and sent 

for the sake of the 

world. 

We are called through baptism to be a 

welcoming community of faith, grounded 

in worship and prayer, so that we may 

grow in Christ-like forgiveness and love. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 433 

17 2nd St. NE 

Hampton, IA 50441 

Phone: 456-3276 

    

Vicar Caitlin Tauro 

Caitlin.splc@outlook.com 

641-494-6989 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


